
Essential Doctrines/
Non Essential Doctrines



Relative truths and objective truths.

Objective truth:
• Truth that is discovered not invented.
• Truth that is transcultural.
• Truth that is unchanging throughout time.
• Truth that is unaffected by the attitude of the one 

professing it.



Relative truth:
• Truth that is not discovered but is a matter of perspective, 

self defined.  (The way I see it).
• Truth that can change because it was invented and is 

definable by the current culture and it’s current condition.
• Truth that is determined by an individual or group and so it is 

affected by the attitudes of the person or group espousing it.
• Truth where absolute truth cannot be known since it is built 

upon the shifting foundation of man’s perception.



Essentials and Non-essentials

Quadrant of Objectivity

1. Situational Relative 
2. Autonomous Relative
3. Non-Essential Objective
4. Essential Objective



Essentials and Non-essentials

“For the Christian, beliefs matter, 
but not all beliefs matter equally.”

–Roger Olsen
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Relative Truths Objective Truths
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Why is this so important?



Syncretism

• Religious syncretism is the blending of two or more religious 
belief systems into a new system, or the incorporation into a 
religious tradition of beliefs from unrelated traditions.

• Bringing religions together that are completely unrelated to 
make a new religious system.



Syncretism



How does Syncretism exist?

• People have a poor understanding of scripture and what is 
essential for salvation.



What are the Essential Doctrines?

• The essential doctrines of Christianity have to do with 3 
things:

1. Who God is.
2. Who Jesus is.
3. God’s love for people, and his desire to s               save them.



There are essential doctrines.
• Things that have to be true and believed in order for anyone to 

know God and be saved:

• God’s Unity.  Monotheism.
• Human Depravity.  (Original Sin)
• The Atonement. (Substitutionary sacrifice).
• Justification by Faith.
• Literal Resurrection.
• Deity of Jesus Christ



God’s Unity

• There is only one God.  He has always existed and will always 
exist.

• Deut. 6:4  "Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one!

• Is. 43:10-11



Human Depravity (Original sin).

• Every human is spiritually separated from God and totally 
incapable of saving himself.

• Ephesians 2:1, 8  “By grace we are saved, by faith…”

• We are sinful and cannot please God by our own good works 
alone.  We can never be good enough.



The Atonement
• The penalty that we owe to God for sin was paid by Christ 

through death on the cross.

• Christ the perfect man (sacrificed) gave himself in our place.   
John 3:16

• 1 Peter 2:24, 1 Peter 3:18 For Christ died for sins once for all, 
the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He 
was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, 



Christ’s Bodily Resurrection
• The atonement Paid for our sins, but the process was not complete 

until he had defeated death by being physically resurrected in the 
same body.  

• John 2:19-21 19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it up.

• Jesus rose bodily from the grave.

• Romans 4:25



Christ’s Deity

• God became a perfect man in order to bridge the chasm 
between God and man.

• Jesus Christ is in essence God.  He is not just a good teacher 
or a righteous man.

• John 1:1, Colossians 2:9, Hebrews 1:8



Grace

• God’s grace alone saves us.

• Without God’s grace no one could come into relationship 
with God.

• Ephesians 2:8-9, Titus 3:5-7, Romans 9:16



Faith
• Faith is trusting that God can and will save us.

• No amount of good works can save us.

• Ephesians 2:8-9, Titus 3:5

• Faith not works connect us to God.

• Romans 4:5, Hebrews 11:6


