
How to read the bible!





Interesting facts.
• 66 Books
• 31,102 chapters
• 783,137 words
• 3,116,480 letters
• Mahershalalhashbaz longest word Is. 8:1
• Longest verse: Esther 8:9  (78 words)
• Shortest verse:  John 11:35 (2 words).
• Longest book Psalms (150 chapters)
• Shortest book: 3John
• Translated in over 1200 languages.
• 168,000 bibles are sold, given away or otherwise 

distritubuted everyday in the United States alone.



Why should we read it?

• It reveals God’s will for our lives. Ps. 119:105 “Thy word is a 
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” 

• It is food for our souls.  Original soul-food. Matthew 4:4 “…It 
is written, Man shall not live by bread alone but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”

• It reveals to us the person of God the Father, God the Son 
and God the Holy Spirit.  Isa. 46:9-11, Mark 1:11, John 16:13-
14



• It leads us to salvation. 2 Tim 3:15 And that from a child thou 
hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee 
wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

• It instructs us on how to live our lives. 2 Tim 3:16 All scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:



How do (YOU) read the bible?

• From left to right?  (Genesis to Revelation).
• With your glasses on?
• Between naps?



How DO you read the bible?
(What it says may not be what it means).

Key Terms
Interpretation: How do we come to understand what the bible actually means.
Hermeneutics: The theory, science, method, or rules of biblical interpretation.
Historical-grammatical hermeneutic is based on historical, socio-political, 

geographical, cultural and linguistic / grammatical context.

Exegesis: The process of discovering the original meaning of the biblical 
text, “bringing it out” (“exegeting”) by studying the text 
according to the authorial intent in its historical and 
grammatical contexts. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historical-grammatical_method


How to read the bible.



#1  Start with the Gospel of Mark.

• The book of Mark is quick and fast-paced and focuses on the things 
Jesus did.

• You get introduced to his personality, his power, His M/O.
• STRAIGHTWAY!!!  IMMEDIATELY. Is it’s theme.
• Mark 1:10 And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the 

heavens opened,
• Mark 1:18 18 And straightway they forsook their nets,
• Mark 1:20 And straightway he called them:
• Mark 5:29 And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up;

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark;&version=72


#2   The Gospel of John.

• John is slower and more theological and focuses on the things 
Jesus claimed about himself. 

• It helps us with our #1 theological defense of the truth of 
Christianity.   THE DEITY OF JESUS CHRIST.

• John 1:1-2 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2 The same was in the beginning with 
God.

• John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father,) full of grace and truth.



#3 The book of Acts. 

• You see the:
• Life and activity of the church.  
• The community of the church.  
• The persecution of the church.
• The power of the church.
• Acts 2:46-47 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the 

temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their 
meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 47 Praising God, and 
having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the 
church daily such as should be saved.



#4  The book of Romans.

• In it Paul describes the basic teachings of the Christian faith 
in one book, and it’s all about God’s grace.

• This one book covers the full spectrum of God and man.  
From the fall to the grace to pick us up. 

• Rom 5:19 Because one person disobeyed God, many became 
sinners. But because one other person obeyed God, many 
will be made righteous.



#5  The Oldies but goodies.   (Some of the Old Testament).

• You might want to jump into some of the narrative stories of 
the Old Testament.

• Of course starting with the beginning.
• Genesis and Exodus are good places to begin, since the 

events described form the basis of Judeo-Christian and 
Islamic worldviews. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis;&version=72
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus;&version=72


#6 The Psalms at the same time.

• Consider reading one Psalm each day as a devotional and 
preface to the day’s reading in the other books. 



• #7  Matthew straight through the entire 
New Testament. 



• #8  Read Genesis and straight through 
the entire Old Testament.



• Other helpful tips:
1. Obtain a whole Bible in a translation that you are most comfortable 

reading.

2. Get additional aides. Use a study Bible or a simple      handbook that 
offers an outline and a brief introduction to each book of the Bible. 

3. Don’t read alone! Find someone trained and commissioned by God to 
teach it to you. Acts 8:30-31 "Do you understand what you are reading?" 
Philip asked. 31 "How can I," he said, "unless someone explains it to 
me?" So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=sr_kk_3/002-7029209-6738445?ie=UTF8&search-alias=stripbooks&field-keywords=study%20bible
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• Historical interpretation
• Grammatical interpretation
• Contextual interpretation
• Literary Interpretation

1. Exegetical Statement
“What did it mean then?”

2. Theological Statement
“What is the timeless truth taught?”

3. Homiletical Statement
“How does it apply to us?”
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